BRITISH  ADMINISTRATION
choice between the two alternatives was not difficult. Both the
magnitude of the task and the military situation demanded
immediate returns and a maximum of efficiency with a
minimum of effort from those delegated to the initiation of the
civil aspect of administration. None of the responsible officials
of the Turkish regime remained. Few of the British officers of
the Army of Occupation possessed any specialized knowledge
of the previous administration. Such little administrative
experience as existed had been gained in Indian systems which,
from the British point of view, were vastly preferable to the
inefficient and clumsy Turkish methods. In addition, the
confident expectation within inner circles that the Government
of India would assume the future permanent control of
Basra and its hinterland at least, stimulated the adoption of the
Indian administrative methods and practices which would aid
in the assimilation of the occupied territories.
Within a week of the occupation of Basra, a Civil Police
service modelled on Indian lines replaced the Military Police,
under the supervision of Mr. E. G. Gregson of the Indian Police
Service, who had had wide experience on the North West
Frontier and in the Persian Gulf. Employment of the ex-
Turkish police, even had they been available, was not desirable.
Constables were therefore imported from India and Aden. A
similar force was organized at 'Amara, and a little later at
Nasiriya and at Suq ash-Shuyukh, but not with great success.1
Local police, or Shabana, for use in the outlying villages and
districts, were recruited from the Arabs themselves.
Foundations were thus laid on which later officials from
India, including Colonel H. C. Prescott, i.a., Late Inspector-
General of elraq Police, were to construct the present 'Iraq
Police system, in which the Shabana provided the nucleus of
the native element.
1 Administration Report, Suq esh-Shuyukh> in Reports of Political Officers in
Occupied Territories of 'Iraq, 1916-1917 (March 31). Submitted by Sir P. Cox
under No. 8850, Baghdad, November i8th, 191? (hereafter P.O. Reports,
1916-17).
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